In His Own Words: 

Ronald Turner speaks on his new CD “Love Prevails”
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As an artist, I try to write songs that will appeal to musicians that can appreciate the taste of what my music says and also appeal to the general listening and record buying audience that knows when a song feels and sounds good.

I also try to stay on the creative edge as much as possible with the music, the lyrics, and even the song titles. On my 2nd CD, Love Prevails, you will find titles like “Mama Hoochee”, “Too Much Sugar For A Dime”, “Sugar Daddies On Section 8”, “Lydia And Anna”, plus “And You Told My Spouse”. Most of these song titles came to me through life experiences from others and myself.

For instance, “Mama Hoochee” sounded like a very catchy title, because most of us are use to hearing the term “Hoochee Mama”. I decided to turn it around for the sake of creation. Yet the song is one of the more seriously laid, contemporary jazz tracks on the CD. It has me leaning hard as one of my favorite songs on the project. My saxophonist, Andre Delano, said “Mama Hoochee” was a classic. That’s quite a compliment coming from a super-talented musician as Andre. He’s a graduate of Jackson State University.

“Too Much Sugar For A Dime” also has a catchy title, but comes with a little pain inflicted. In the music industry, you run into a lot of “snakes”. Usually when you trust people to do all sorts of “miracle” escapades to help your career then they don’t deliver, you get “burnt”. As the saying goes, “If it sounds too good to be true, it usually is too good to be true”. In this life, it has happened to me. One of my friends Mom use to bring it up when someone promises to do more than usual to help you (especially a stranger), she would say, “That’s way too much sugar for a dime”.

“Lydia And Anna” was named after my two great, great aunts that recently led me to find in my family history that I was remotely related to famed trial lawyer Johnny Cochran. According to my 97-year-old aunt (recently deceased), Lydia and Anna were Cochrans (on my grandfather’s side of the family). Lydia was my grandfather’s mother. Johnny Cochran’s grandfather (John Cochran) was the brother of my aunts Lydia and Anna. They initially started in Red Bank, Mississippi. John Cochran moved to Louisiana where Johnny Cochran was born. It’s a long historical episode (with some serious drama), but we’ll talk about that at another time. Nonetheless, the song is a down wind, half-time funk symphony with serious jazz progressions that appeal to the ears of grand musical style and taste. It’s a good tune.

“Sugar Daddies On Section 8” is a funk tune with an oxymoronic title. Sugar Daddies are usually guys that are well off enough to take care of home and “outside”. If you find a Sugar Daddy on Section 8, then I believe there would be a problem. The song itself is a feel-good dance tune with a Prince-type nuance inflected throughout.

“And You Told My Spouse” is a song that speaks for itself. And you told my spouse what!? Makes you wonder doesn’t it? It’s one of those songs that exemplify an episode in a love relationship when things go horribly wrong. The song is absolutely gorgeously written and well performed by songstress Erica Dymakkus. It’s going to cause some controversy, but a new artist needs a little controversy to help with the publicity. “And You Told My Spouse” is a very interesting song.

The new CD will be retail available to the public at retail outlets at the end of September 2006. It will have it available for Internet download in about a week at www.pocketslam.com.  His musical ensemble is Ronald Turner And The 

